The Education Gap in Fake
News Vulnerability

In today's information-saturated world, our ability to detect false
informationisincreasingly linked to educational background and other
factors. This presentation explores this critical relationship and its

implications for society.
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The Fake News Epidemic
64% * BX

Negative Effect of Social Media Viral Velocity

Adults in U.S. reporting difficulty How much faster fake news
distinguishing real from fake news spreads than true stories on social

media

$411B

Economic Impact

Annual global economic loss from

misinformation
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Education and Fake News Detection

Education strongly correlates with fake news resilience. Only
3% of high school students recognized fossil fuel industry
80 - bias in climate change content.
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Age and Fake News
Vulnerability

Older Adults

o

b

More likely to share fake news accidentally

Sleep Deprivation

35% of adults suffer, impairing critical thinking

Younger Users

Higher rates of deliberate sharing in UK
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Income and Political Factors

Income Effect

Higher income correlates with

better fake news detection

Education

Remains strongest predictor across

all groups

Left-Leaning

Show improved detection of

misleading content

Right-Leaning

More susceptible to accidental

sharing
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Education’s Role in Media Literacy

Advanced Media Literacy

v Critical analysis and source verification

Fact-checking Skills

@

Less than 10% of students use web searches to verify

Basic Media Education

[T

Missing from most school curricula

Version 1
23 Mar 25


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

Consequences of Fake News
Vulnerability

Cognitive Impairment Emotional Impact

24 hours without sleep Anxiety increases 30% with

equals 0.08% blood alcohol sleep loss, affecting

level in mental functioning. information processing and
judgment.

Decision-Making

Reaction times slow 300% when tired, leading to hasty

conclusions and poor source evaluation.
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- Addressing the Education Gap

School Integration

Implement comprehensive media literacy programs in K-12

education.

Critical Thinking

Teach source evaluation and fact-checking as core skills.

Lifelong Learning

Develop digital literacy programs for all ages, especially

vulnerable populations.

Policy Reform

Advocate for education standards that address

modern information challenges.
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Ouestions?

by David H. Carstens
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